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Being a True Convert's Teſlimony of the Por: 3 | 
-erof the Lord, in turning the Soul from Darkneſst £5; AM 

--* * Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, .  .: +: 3 

- Wherein is clearly manifeſted, thar there is Lights: 2”, 
very-Mati.and Woman, whichdiſcoverstheir Coriditions bears-|.. :_ © 
-afaithful Teſtimony againſt Sin, is rhe Reprover of Mlhbelic 
+; : od Rooks both.in'Heartand Life,. and; is'the Mighty 
God tor Salvation to all that believe in it- and bet 


<T; $941 evidently proved, Tharthey are.none of:li-=fy 
+ -- fiers of Chriſt that Oppoſe his DoQrine ; with one infal ib!e Charalens) 


<a 


-Real* Goſpel-Migiiters ; and moſtof che. weighty Obje&ions anfwered;; -* ; | 


| Formenly giver forth: Wy Writing rnto my Relations and'A zaain-: 15. 
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THE 


Strong Man Armed 


ASL OUS 


And mis 


Goods Spoiled, &c. 


F* the time of my greateſt Pollution and Iniquity, while 'F 


i; fulfilled the Luſts of the Fieſh with Greedineſs, for many , 

- years before that Cliange and Reformation was diſcernedin . 
me- at which ye rejoyced, even in the worſt of my time; I teſtifie 
in the Preſence of the Lord, that then I met withreal and imme- - 

diate Reproofs,Rebukes and Convictions from ſomething that did . 
oiten Awaken,. Judge and Condemn me in my own Conſcience, 

but knew not what it was, nor whence it came ; and becauſe Ini- * 

quity was riſen in me to an exceeding maſterleſs height, theſe Re- 
bukes which I know were from a contrary Principle to Sin, pre- 
vailed not, although at ſome times they were as Powerful and Ter- 

rible as the Hand-Writing pro Wail before Belſkazzer , 
hy my Countenance hath been changed, my Thovghts trou- 

'"t. the Joynts of my Loins were loſed, and my Knees - 

Anſw. -.* 2nother ; then thovghtt I to redreis this Sorrow - 
meaſure of Lign. »nd Pleaſant Coinpany, effaying to divert 
is well known t0.y by outward Jollaty, as Drinking, Game- 

fition and Conut thoſe Diverſions were unable to-ſill and. . 
which Idecleituous Surging Waves, and were no more effe- 

Cc: Neo*bren..e Wound of my Sin-{mitten Conſcience; then if a 
man thouid endeavour to quench Fire by pouring Oyl thereon 5 
forLfound by woful Expericnce, that the'e unwarrantable Corrles 


OS encrcaſ d 


encreaſcd the Flame, and ane yet more Weight to the firſt Bur- 
den: Then have I many times ſolemnly vowed, promiſed and 
reſolved, To break off and ceaſe from all Ungodly Practices; and 
in keeping and obſerving theſe Covenants I have found ſome Eaſe 
and Quietnels for a time ; but as ſoon as new Sins were commit- 
ted, then aroſe freſh Occaſions of Sorrow, Trouble and* Terror ; 
and after this manner I continited many years, until the Lord was 
pleaſed of his infinite Wi:dom and Faithfulneſs to hedge up my 
Way with Remarkable and Extraordinary Providences, — 
all Purpoſes and Deſigns, ana cauſed Afictions,* Loſſes and Dif- 
appointments to come upon my outward Eſtate, Horrc/ and Per- 
_ plexity upon my Sul, a moſt Violent and Raging Feaver upon 
my Body, andatthe ſame time above an Hundred Miles from all 
Relations, Friends and Kindred ; at which time, beins in a 
moſt Wretched, Deplorable and Succourleſs Condition, {:nn'd 
my (elf almoſt out of all the Comforts of this Life, and any Hope 
of Intereſt in a better ; being under this great Diftreſs, and caſt 
out to the loathing of my own Perſ;n, and had all my Sins ſet in 
order before me, whereupon I was forced ſeriouſly to conſider m 
Wayes, and found no place to eſcape the Wrath of the Highly- 
rovoked God; at which time 1 had no Benefit of any Outward 
Help, Teaching or Counſel ; but he, who before had been my 
Reprover, was then my only Teacher, who ſealed Inftrut ton upon 
my Soul, whoſe Voice I heard, which did ſhake aid ſhake the 
Heavens, and the Earth alſo; and cauſed me to cry out, Lord, 
What wonld:ſt thou have me to do? And being brought to the 
Foot of God, conld truly ſay, Speak now Lord, for thy Servant 
heareth : And abiding in this broken and ſhattered State, I clear 
felt the Judgment of the Lord powerfully at work in my 
an Ax at the Root of the Tree, and as a Refiner's þ 
Life and Power of Sin was (lain, ſubdued and 
in my \\ ill and AﬀeRions; then was the Tal 
whom [I had pierced ; the New Birth Diſern! 
after God in true Holineſs ; and t1e Immortal, 
of the Eternal God, which ever before had be& 
rrodden under and held in Bondage, iroſe ; yea, the Tender 
Plant of his own Right Hand ſprung up in me, pantins and vehe- 
mently breathing after, and never fince could be Matisfied _ 
wit 


ET (7) : | 
with his Living Preſence. Behold | theſe things worketh the Lerd 
oftentimes with men, looking upon men; And if any ſay, I have 
finned, and perverted that which is Right, and it profited me nor, 
he will deliver his Soul from -going- into the Pit, and his Life ſhall 
ſee the Light. And thisis the Sum of the Confeſſion which I was 
not afhamed to witneſs in your publick Afemblies, both at Nor- 
ringbam and other places, in the year 1668, 


Objection. But it is probable ſome of you will objeR, ſaying, 
After this Change was wrought, thou didft Foyn to our Aſſemblies, - 
Owned us, Prayed with us, Preached among ſt us, and ſeemed to en- 
joy Refreſhings and Satisfattion in our Aſſemblies ; wherefore them. 
art thou now departed from us,. and gone. tothe Quakers ? - 


Anſwer 1, Notwithſtanding that great and notable Work be- 
un in my Soul,. and in ſome meaſure effeted by the Mighty Pow- 
er of the Lord, yet was there after ſome time a certain Deadneſs, 
Coldneſs and Darkneſs drawn over me again,. occafioned-through 
| Weakneſs, Unwatchfulneſs and Formality, whereby that good 
Condition was loſt ; nevertheleſs Ifound and felt tender Breath- 
ings moving in me, thirfting and ſeeking for renewed Teſtimo- 
nies of the Love of God, then in the Simplicity and. Upright- 
neſs of my Heart, not knowing a more likely way to-'obtain Sa- 
tisfaction, I joyned to your Society ; and can truly affirm (though 
I now ſee it was no better then ſecking. the Living-among the 
Dead) that the Lord was pleaſed in the Condeſcenſions of his 
Love, many times to ſtoop down, andreach forth from the OPen-. 
ings of his Boſom Refreſhings and Nouriſhment to that tende, 
— -/ of his own begetting, yea while I frequented your Af 
mblies. - 


Anſw. 2: And as I continued Faithful and Obedient to that - 
meaſure of Light and Knowledge, which was revealed in me, it- 
is well known to all, or the moſt of you, what Cenlures, Oppo- 
fition and Contradi&tion, both I and the plain Scripture-Truths, - 
which Ideclared in your Aﬀemblics, ſuffered from many of your 
Brethren , charging me, That I was leading into- Quakeri/>r, 

| leng 


. 
| na, 
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long before I underſtood either by word or Writing what the Qu4- 
kers held, 


Anſw. 3. But however, theſe Cenſures occaſioned a free and 
impartial: Search into the Quakers Principle, Doctrine and Pra- 
Etice; for verily, before I was as much afraid of the Qakers. as 
ye.can be: But ſtanding ſingle in the Will and Counſel of the 
Lord, deſirous to prove all things and hold fat that which tis 
good, abandoning all Conſultations with Fleſh, was "reſolved 
to ceale from Man, and to cleave unto the Truth, as the Lord 
ſhould reveal and diſcover the ſame to me, waiting 'in this Un- 
byaſſed, Unprejudiced and Dilengaged Frame, examinrag care- 
fully * the Principle, Foundation, DoQtrine "and 'Pra*tice of this 
Defſpiſed Holy People, great Clearneſs and Satisfaction aroſe in 
*my Soul; ' for as Face anſwered Face in a Glaſs, ſo were the Truths 
delivered by : them, owned and embraced by the Witneſs of 
Gol in my own ConTience ; and the ſame Spirit, Light, Life and 
Power, ' which is manifeſt in them, I came to feel in a meature in 
my own Particular : - And yet for all this, beforeI came to any vi- 
ible Cloſure with them, 'I tate down, and counted the Cof, and 
am 'made willing freely to endure the Croſs, and undergo the | 
World's Reproach and Shame, knowing, that whoever will be 
Chriſt's Diſciple muſt deny himſelf, and take up his Crols dai- 
ly and follow him. | 
_ © .. Andtruly Friends, the Day of the Lord's Power ts come and 

felt, whereby Iam made willing to foriake Fathers and-Mothers, 

- Brethren and Siſters, Parſonages and all kind of Eccleſiaſtical Pro- 

- motions, Friends. Honours, Pleaſures, Profits, Hou'es, : Lands, 
Goods, yea, and1.iie is ſelf, to follow the Lamb, and fall in with 
his Intereſt;as it i: v3 witneſſed and embraced by and amongſt the 
[Children of L.:ght, by tie World called Quakers. 


Anſw, 4. But if it ver? pe {itble, I defire to make clear to your 
Satisfaction,that t::e1e was ſufficient Ground for me ; and fo there is 
| For you, w! © ':ave any Tenderne 5 and Breathings in your Souls af- 
ter the Lord,to ieparate your {elves from the Tents of thoſe-Ungod- 
Jy Men, your Teach=rs, 'vho are no betterthen Filthy — 
| mM 
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Blind Guides and Belly-Gods, LL belch out nothing but Blaſphe- 
mics, Lyes, Slanders, Falſe Accuſations and Evil Speeches a- 
gainſt God" and Chriſt, his Wayes, Truth and People ; and this I 
ſce and declare againſt them in the Light : For,verily there is, and j 
witneſs it, an Honeſt, Gracious, Tender Principle in many of you» 
called Independents, which kindles in you perfect Hatred againſt 
Sin, and unſatisfied real Breathings and Pantings after the Senſible 
Living Preſence of the Lord ; But your Leaders cauſe you to Err, 
and ye are ſcattered upon the dark and barren Mountains : And 
this I teſtifie in the Name of the Living God, That it will be fo * 
with you while ye follow theſe Wandring Stars, Clouds without 
Rain, Seducing Spirits, your Paſtors and Teachers, who are Ra- 
vening Wolves and Miniſters of Antichriſt, whom ye ought not 
to receive into your Houſes, nor bid them God ecd;, For, 
( 1.) They are altogether Ignorant of the True God; andall 
the Knowledge that theie men pretend to have of the Deity, 1s at- 
tained by Reading 211d Hear-ſay ; for they will confidently affirm, 
That Y:fion aid Immed.ate Revelation 15 ceaſed : Judge ye there- 
fore what Knowledge theſe men have of God, when the Scrip- 
_ fay, No man kyows the Father but they to whom the Son reveals 
WH, 
 (2.) They Reproach and deſpiſe Jeſus Chriſt, the:only Son 
of God, of whom the Scriptures witneſs and teftifie to- be the 
True Light, which enlightens every man that comes into the World : 
But they are not afraid to ſay, The Light in every man is but a Nas 
tural Light, and at the beſt not able ro ſave thoſe who believe in it 
and obey it, And to diſcover themſelves more plainly to be the - 
Miniſters of Antichriſt, they are not aſhamed to deny that Chriſt is 
come in the.Fleſh : indeed both they and their Grandmother, the 
Church of Rome, are willing to confeſs that Chriſt was come; *but 
the Scripture is plain, That every Soul that 6onfe ſſeth not thar Chriſt 
IS Core un the Fleſh, the ſame is Antichriſt. nd” ?T:] 
| (3.) They fear not daily to Blaſpheme the Holy Spirit of 
God; but call it 4 Spiri: of Deluſion, and A Spirit of Error 3 
and moſt preſumptuouſly ſay of them that are {anctified, guided, 
taughtand anointed by the Holy Ghoſt, That they are led by the 
Spirit of the Devil. | TINS 
| | 'B (4.) They 


IO 
(4.) They trample under Foot the Blood of the Covenant, 
counting ita Weak and Unholy Thing, while they impudently af- 
firm, Flat che beſt of God's Saints(yea,if he had no purer Saints then 
they are) cannot be free from ſin whilſt theybreath upon Earth, when 
the Screptures witnelſs,thas the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin, 
(5-) They preach anotherGoſpel : Now the Scripture is plain, 
That if ay 1247, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any ether Goſpel 
1urto 1, then what we have already received, let him be accurſed, 
Gal. 1,9, Now how can ye believe that they are Miniſters of the 
* Goſpel, when they know not what the true Goſpel is ; For, faith 
Paul, 7 certifie unto you, Brethren, that the Goſpel which 1 preach 
3s not after man; for 1 neither received it, neither was 1 rauzht it of 
many but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt; But your Teachers 
deny any fuch Revelation in theſe dayes ; wherefore it is hereby e- 
vident, that they are Thieves, crept in ſome other wayes, and 
bring another Goſpel, then that whereof Pal was a Miniſter, as 
he witneſſed to the Colcftans, Chap. 1.23. faying, Be not moved 
from the Hope of the Goſpel, which ye have heard, aid which was 
ole cd] pant = ws one or _— 
4 fa eaven, whereof I Paul am a Min:fler, And 
qrdaed proinwang in this is the Word of Faith which we preach, even 
Chriſt, the Word, who is in thy Heart and in thy Moath, ſaith 
Paul, Rom. 10, which all have heard, «nd the Sound thereof is 
gone through the whole World : But theſe men labour to pervert 
the Goſpel, and turn men from it, ſaying, That the Light of Chriff 
in every man's Conſciense is not the Subſtance of the Goſpel, nor the 
Power of God to Salvation. | 
(6.) They have indeed a Form of Godlineſs, but want the 


Power; and well for them if tnat was the worſt : But they mag- 
nifie and cry up a Form, and utterly reject, deſpiſe, and deny the 
Power, which is the immortal Seed, Chritt Jeſus, the Light with- 
in; and from ſuch we are commanded to turn away. 

Their Prayers and Sermons are made, contrived, ſtudied and 
compoſed in their own Time, Wills and Wiſdom ; bur are Stran- 
Sers to the Life, Power and Spirit of Prayer : and deny that 
Chriſt ſpeaks in any ; which is evident that he doth not ſpeak in 


them, 
They 


ii) = 

] hey cry up, and plead earneſtly for Water-Baptiſm, which 
Chriſt never Adminiftred, Inftituted or Commanded to be Admi- 
niſtred ; and yet. they call it Chriſt's Ordinance: Some ſaying, 
Without this no Salvation; and the reſt ſay, With ſuch aswilfully 
 negle& this, have no Communion ; But if they had ever undergone 
and felt the Powerful, Lively, Purifying and throughly clean- 
ſing Efficacy of the Spirit's Baptiſm, they would know it ſufft- 
cient, without the Help of their Dead, Cold, Idolized Water- 
Works. | 

They are greatly affected with that Bread and Wine, which 
after breathing upon by, the Paſtor, 15 not Common, but Be-ſaint- 
ed, and ſo comes to be called the Lord's Supper : It 1s evident 
hereby, that they never did eat of that Fleſh which is Bread indeed, 
nor drink of that Blood which is Drink indeed. i. 

Now: it is 6ertain, that all Pictures, . Images, Shadows, Re- 
| ſemblances, Figures and Repreſentations, which any people live 
in and plead for, do clearly argue, That they are deſtitute of the 
Power, Life and Subſtance, yea, who!ely ignorant of his Living 
Preſence, in whom is hid all the Treafures of Wiſdom and Knew- 
ledge: And as they believe in one at a great Diſtance from 
them, out of their Viewand Knowledge ; ſo is it very conveni- 
ent, they think, to neceſſitate theſe Carnal Ordinances to reduce 
their unmindful and forgerful Thoughts into mere ſerious Remem- 
brance, till he come : And yet theſe men will condemn the Pa- 
pits though they be far ſhort of their Devotion in this very 
Thing. 

And fo are they ſeen in the Light to be Wolves in Sheep's Cloa- 
thing, ravened from the Life and Power of thoſe Saints, whom 
they are imitating upon the Stage of their Formal Profeſſion. 

Wherefore, my deaf Frieds, Come out from amongſt them, 
and be ye ſeparate, leſt ye be drunk with the Wine of their For- 
nication; For verily, the Lord is riſen to plead his own Cauſe, 
and be a ſwift Witneſs againſt theſe Sorcerers, who are ſporting. 
themſelves in the day time : And as thoſe Souldiers regarded not 2 
Crucified Jeſus ſo near them, but their Minds were taken up in 
parting & caſting Lots for his Raiment ; ſo theſe men are ſo exerci- 
{ed in the Out-fides of Religion, Ordinances (fo called) and 
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is the Life and Power of Godlineſs, even'Ehrift within, the Hope 
of Glory. | SS”, IE 


Anſw,5. AndLaſtly ; AsI have plainly declared the Reaſons 
of my departing from your Aſſemblies, ſo ſhall I witneſs faithfully: 


to the Truth, as it is known and practiſed by the woe People of - 


God, called Quskers, with whom I now walk, anJof whom I de- 
Clare and teſtifie. "EP k 

- Firſt, That they are built and rooted in & uponrne Right Foun- 
dation; *even Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord ; who is their Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Sanftification and Redzmptton, in whom alon2 they 
are juſtified by Faith, and faved. 

That Root from whence they receive Life, Nouriſhment, Pow 
er and Growth, is the only Foundation of the Prophets and Apo 
les, the Rock of Apes, the Stone which your Builders and thei, 
Brethren, the Prieſts, ever rejected, diſallowed and ſet at nought 
which is, Chriſt in #s, the Hope of Glory, Whereupon it is evident 
that we differ in the Root from all the People'in the World, though 
of ſeveral Forms and Perſivaſions : For plainly, the Pap:/ts, P:e- 
fates, Presbyters, Baptiſts and Indeperdents, though they all 
differ in their Forms, Appearances, and Circumftantial Opini- 
ons, yet do they all agree and meet in one and the ſame Faith, 
Foundation and Root. 

- The Words, Writings, Declarations and Teſtimonizs of the 
Saints, recorded in Scripture, are the Foundation and Ground of 
all the Profeſſing People in the World; and all of them being 
Strangers to that one Spirit that gave forth tne Scriptures, are 
run into ſeveral Sets and Opinions, as they do carnally underſtand 
and conceive they have Rule and Teaching 1n the Bible : But how- 
ever, they will own no other Light, Law, Goſpel, Rule, Reve- 
lation and Word of- God, but their Bibles, Butnow this pe- 
culiar People, whom "the Lord; hath gathered from amongft al 
the Babyloniſh Confuſions and Diviſions under Heaven, are built 
upon the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Corner-Stone, in whom all the Building 


fitly framed together, groweth into an Holy Temple in the _ 
' "Bo 
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Worſhip, that they are got at all concerned with the ii-ſide, which 
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| $5 that theſe receive A Light, Life, Power, Teach- 
ing, Guictance, Rules, Refreſhings, Revelation, Peace and Sa 
tisfaction from that Word which was before- the Worlds were 
made; even that Life, Power, Foundatidn; Root, Spring and 
Fountain, in and by which the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles were 
Quickened, Enlightened, Anointed, InÞired, and gave forth the 
Scriptures, which is Chriſt Jeſus, the Word of God, the Power 
.: 6f God, the Son of God, the Light Within, the only Saviour of 
the World, | | 

« 24ly, Their Faith is the Faith of the Son of God ; Jeſus Chriſt 
ts the Author and Finiſher of it : It is not a Dead Hiſtorical Faith, 


but the Spirit and Life of Faith, and no leſs then the ReſurreQion | 


and Life of the Immortal Seed, Enlightening, Quickening, Re: 
forming and Renewing the whole Man ; And this 1s that Faith by 
which Sin is ſubdued, ſain and mortified perfe&ly, the Heart pu- 
rified, the World conquered, the Soul ſanftified, juſtified and fa- 
ved perſetly: But the Faith of all others is an Unholy, Dead, 
ImperfeR Faith ; it ſanRifies' but in part (as they ſay) and ſo will 
never ſave to the uttermoſt. 

34!;, Their Knowledge-is Spiritual and Experimental, from 
the tmmediste UnRion of the Holy Ghoſt ; what is known, pro- 
ceeds notfrom Hear-fay, but divine Revelation : All thatare born 
of the Spirit are taught of God, and need not tnat any fay, Know 


the Lord ; for they all know him, from the greateſt to the leaſt: 


This is Life Eternal to know God; who is Light, yea, the Father 


of Lights; and that the L.ight within is the Son of God, whom ha - 


hath ſent; ſo to know as to live and abide in his Light, 1s Life E- 


ternal : And this is that Myſtery which is hid from the Wiſe and 


Prudent, and is revealed unto Babes ; for the World by all its Wii- 
dom knows not God, neither doth the-Carnal Man (thovgh never 
fo greata Schollar) diſcern the things of God ; for they are Spiri. 


tually diſcerned. 
And as Chriſt was Bodily in the World, and the World knew 


him not, no, not the great Doctors and Leaders of thoſe ſeveral 
Sets and Religions in that day, as the Samaritans, Heroaians, 
Scribes, Phariſees and Sadduces, they knew him not; and there- 


fore the man that was born blind wondred, This is 4 +11 ng 
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(14) | 
Thing, faith he, that ye kyow not from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine Eyes : It was never known that any man opened the Eyes 
of one that was born blind, | 

Even ſo it is now; Chriſt is ſpiritually in the World, and the 
World knoweth him not ; no, not the Popes, Prelates, Preſ- 
byters, Prieſts and Paſtors of all the Religions in the World, they 
know him not, but ſay, Jr :s the Devil, or at beſt, bur che Light 
ef Nature ; andſo they know not from whence he is, yet hath he 
inlightned Thouſands : And it was never known that the Devil or 
Nature converted any to the Lord, that have been Naturalized to 
Sin. 

4thly, Their Humility, which is the emptying of themelves of - 
all their own Ric hteou'neſs, Wills, Wildom and Self-Exaltation ; 
and is a real, inv.ar |, ſpiritual Abalement and Subjettion to the 
Life,Power & Kingdom of Chriſt Jeſus, manifeſted in Spirit,ruling 
and dwelling in their mortal Bodies : And fo this True, Humble, 
Meek and Low Frame of Spirit proceeds from their experimen- 
eal Knowledge of Chriſt's living Preſence in them; whereas they 
that know God and Chrift only by Reading and Hear lay, with a 
Literal and Hiſtorical Knowledge, they are blown, ſwell'd and 
puffed up with Airy Notions, Vain Boaſtings and Self-Con- 
ceitedneſs. 

5'hly, Their Unity, which conſiſts not only in the Oneneſs of 
Opinion and Judgment, but proceeds from Unity of Spirit : And 
their Love one to another is not from a Natural but a Heavenly and 
. Spiritual Principle ; It is not the Love of one man to anether, but 
it is the Love of God ſhed abroad in their Hearts, which maketh 
them all of one Mind, and all ſpeak, write and witne's the ſame 
thing : For as the Vital Spirits in the Natural Frame have its Ope- 
eration through every Member, it makes the Eyes, Ears, Tongue, 
Bands and Feet, to ſee, hear, ſpeak, work and walk, and yet but 
ene Soul that moves and quickens all through its ſpeedy Enter- 
courſe into every Member and Part of the Body; ſo is it here, 
the Love, Peace, Concord and Unity amongt the'e is remark- 
able; it flows from the Fountain of Love, and influenceth the 
whole Body, which makes them inall their W ayes, DoQrine and 
PraRice but as One Man : And though but a Poor, Weak, Harm- 


go 


: Ic) | : 
leſs, Innocent and Inoffenſive People, are rendred through their 
Unity and Love, as Terrible as an Army with Banners. 

6thly, Their Patience is tavincible : To them is this Grace g1- 
ven, Tot only to Believe in the Name of Jeſus, but alſo to Suffer for 
bis ſake. And as the Lord hath made them Blefſed and Glorious 
- Inftruments in his Hand to do his Will, ſo hath he made them 
contente3l to be perfected through Sufferings: For though the Lord 
hath been eſpecially preſent with them, yet the World hath been e- 
ſpecially againſt them; not for their own ſakes (for they are the 
only Innocent and Harmle's People upon Earth) but for Chriſt's 
fake in them; yea, becauſe there is more of Ged among theſe 
men then others, therefore are they tated of all men, and every 
where am: ng all Religions evil ſpoken of: for the World moſt 
hates where there 1s moſt of God; therefere the Single-hearted 
may gueſs wiere there is molt of God, by obſerving where the 
greateſt Hatred of the Worla lies. | 

7thly, Their Faithfulncfs tov the Truth, Wayes and Intereſt of 
Chriſt; How have they gone up and down in Wearineſs and La- 
bours, in Hunger ani Nakednefs, in Dangers and Deaths, to bear 
a Faithful Teſtimony againſt the Sin, Vanity, Fal'e Worſhip and 
Abomination of the Times ? When did they ſhrink in the leaſt, or 
turn back from their Duty, when Loſs of Eſtate, Liberty, yea, 


Danger of Banifhment attended it ? When did they Deny their 


Maſter or his Commands, or Betray his Intereſt before King or 
Counſel-Table, judges, Juſtices er Biſhops, by Subſcribing, En- 
gaging, Swearing, Bowing or Complying to the Wills and Hu- 
mors of men ? Nay, they have witneſſed a Good Confeſſion, and 
ſpoken of his Teſtimonies before all theſe, and were not aſhamed : 
When did they meet at Night for fear of being ſeen, or creep in 
at Back-Doors into Cellars, Holes and ſecret Places to hide them - 
ſelves from the Knowledge of the Adverſary ? Butthe time would 
fail me to ſpeak of their Self-denyal, Temperance, Sobriety, In- 
nocency, Doctrine, Order, Worſhip, their Spirit of Prayer and 
Watchfulneſs, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt : The King's Daughter is all Glorious within, and her 
Rayment is of pure Gold, Therefore in Truth and Sincerity to 
thera Hayill fay, Who # like nnto thee, O People, ſaved by the _ 

| the 


TE (16) 
the Shwld of chy Help &- the Sword of thy Excellency ? Thine Enemies 
ſhall be found Lyars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their High 
Placet. EY 
: Yet to make it appear more plain, that this Light within, which 
indeed is our Principle, is the Truth, and the Mighty:Power of God 
for Salvation to all that believe in it and obey it, will be further ma. 
nifeſted by its Nature and Effects. ; 


The NATURE of #hu Light. p_ 

It is a Living, Immortal, Unchangeable, Undefiled, Righ- 
teous and Perfe&t Principte of pure Holinels, which never fell, 
comply'd with, or conſented to any Evil; Burt hath ever oppoſed 
and ſtood croſs to rh&@whole corrupt Nature, Waull and Aﬀections. 
of faln man : For knw that all Ada PeHWnrty are by Nature 
faln under Guilt, Potſution,- Condemnation #nd Darkneſs. $9 
that the Light I ſpeak of is ngthing of Man's: Nature, but of the 
pure Divine Nature, even that Seed promtied Gey, 3, 15, yea, 
the Son of God, which is ſent into the World, that wheſoever be- 
lucve oa him ſhould not periſh, but have Eicrnal Life, 


The EFFECTS of this Liohr. 


When Chriſt was upon Earth,Fohn ſaw and bare record,That he 
ws the Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins of the World: 
Yet the Lord ſaid, A greater Teſtimony have I, then that of John ; 
for the Works that J do in my Father's Name, they tiſlific of me : 
So ſay we of him now ; he is ſpiritually the Light in man, however 
ſleighted, rejected and undervalued by men; yet is he choler, of 
God, and pretious, the alone Saviour of the World ; and the 
Works he accompliſhes daily in the Souls and Conſciences of men © 
' teſtifie the ſame ; wherefore, if his Works be not ſuch as none elſe 
'can do, believe him'not. 

Effe& I, Hereby the Sinner is convinced, judged, reproved 
and condemned plainly 'and experimentally, for all the Sins that 
ever he committeth, of what Kind -or Nature foever they be: 
 Fohn 4.29 Come (ſaid the Woman of Samaria) ad ] wil 
| "= ſhewye a Man that hath told me all things that ever I 

did; 15 not thu the Chriſt ? 


Efe& 11. 


- 


S > > OED 
Effet 2, The Fear of the Lord, which i the Beginning of W«\ 
dom, is never truly placed in the Heart, till this Principle be wit- 
' nefſed and owned ; for while a Man looks.at God and Chriſt at ® 
great Diſtatice, circumſcribed in ſome Place beyond the Stars, the 
Sinner rageth & is cen dent; but when the Mind & Underſtanding 
is perſwaded that the Pure, Holy, Righteous, Omnipotent and Om- 
nipreſent Lord God is net only nigh him, but within him alſo, he is 
then broyght into awful Apprehenfion of the moſt High, &forced to 
cry out WithFob, [ have heard of thee before by the Hearing of the Eary 
but n»w mize Eyes have ſeen him : by this Vieans the Mind is mel- 
ted into much Tenderneis and Brokeanels, and with the Prophet 
complaineth,WWo 7s me ; f.r [ an 12-4ove. Now conſider this all ye 
that deſpile the Light aviſhin,T 1s is a Marvelous Thins Ms :i5s 
(ſaid the Young ManJek-e ye kzow not whence be is, ana 6 , 
yet he hath openid. my” Eyatt$ ſerce the World began was it not heard. 
- that any Man openca the. Eyes of one thit was born Blind, 
EfFc& 3. Waiting humbly in this pure Dread & Fear of theLord? 
Man's Inſufficiency to anſwer the Requirings of the Holy Comg. 
tnandment 1s di cerned ; but perfe& Power and Strength in Chri f 
the Light,is di.covered, for indecd,iz him are hid all the bh 5 þ 
Wiſdom and Knowledie : and ſtanding up to the Manifeftation of 
this Light, the Judgment of the Lord is felt as a Refiner's Fire,wtich 
throughly purifies, and as F:Ul:rs Soap that leaves no; Spot ; thay, 
the Sout knows that flaming Sword, which kept faln Man -out of 
Paradiſe ; but now diſcerns the new Birth, which bears the Image 
of the Heavenly Nature ; the ſtrong Man armed, which before 
held Poſſefſion, Bound, caſting out, and all his Goods ſpoiled by 
the Powerful Entrance of Chriſt into his Temple. a 
Effet 4. Waiting anJ abiding in this Lighr for Counſel and 
Teaching, the whole Man being emptyed of his own: Will and 
Wiſdom, ſtanding ſingly and purely in the Will of the Lord, rea- 
dy to be diſpoſed, ordered and guided univerſally by the Light, 
the Soul now thrives in the Fear and Love of God, bringet\ Bec 
the peaccable Fruits of Righteouſneſs,and liveth in that Faith which 
| —__y the Heart, and getteth ViQtory over the World, Sin and 
Death. | : 
| Thele Things, with many other which might be mgntioned, do 
make it manifeſtathat whoever deny,deſpiſc and reproach the Light 
/ By _ within, 


(7 
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re Shiwld of by Help & the Sword of thy Excellency ! Thine Enemies 


ſrall be found Lyars unto thie, and thoit ſhalt tread upon their Hick 


Placet. : A 2h 

Yet to make it appear more plain, that this Light within, which 
indeed is our Principle, is the Truth, and the Mighty Power of God 
t&r Salvation to all that believe in it and obey it, will be further ma- 
nifeſted by its Nature and Effects. | : 


The NATURE of this Lrghr. 


It is a Living, Immortal, Unchangeable, Undefiled, Righ- 
reous and Perfect Principte of pure Holinets, which never fell, 
comply'd with, or con'ented to any Evil; But hath ever oppoſed 
an: ſtood croſs to thexwhole corrupt Nature, uu and Aﬀections 
of faln man : For I knw that all 44475 Beetgrritv are by Nature 
filn under Guilt, Pollution, Condemnation and Darkneſs. $6 
that the Light I ipcak of is nathing of Nan's Nature, but of the 
pure Divine Nature, even that Secd promiied Ger, 3,15, yea, 
rhe Son of God, which is ſent into tne World, rþ.4 wheſpever be- 
{rcwe oa him ſhoutd not perifh, out have Eteradl Life, 


The EFFECTS of this L:ohe. 


When Chriſt was upon Earth,Ze» ſaw and bare record, That he 
7 is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins of the World: 
Yet the Lord {aid, A Cr eater Teſtimony have I, then that of John ; 
for the Works that ] doin my Father's Name, they trſt:ifie of me: 
So ſay we of him now ; he 1s ſpiritually the Light in man, however 
ſleighted, rejected and undervalued by men; yet is he choler, of 
God, and pretious, the alone Saviour of the World ; and the 
Works he accompliſhes daily in the Souls and Conſcicnces of men 

teſtihe the ſame ; wherefore, if his Works be not ſuch 25 none elſe 
can do, believe him'nor. 

Eff 1, Hereby the Sinner is convinced, judced, reproved 
and condemned plainly and experimentally, for al} the Sins that 
ever he committeth, of what Kind or Nature fever they be: 
obo 4.2b; Come (aid the Woman of $4nari!) 2d 7 wit 


ſhew ye a Man that hati; told me all 11.7 that ever 1 


ia; #4 net tha the Chriſt ? 


Efe& Il 
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Effatt 2, The Fear of a Loa, which «© the Beginning of Wi 
dem. is never truly placed in the Heart, till this Pxinciple be wit- 
' nefled and owned ; for while a Man looks at God and Chriſt at 2 
great Diſtance, circumſcribed in ſome Place beyond the Stars, the 
Sinner rageth & is con fid2nt; but when the Mind & Underſtanding 
is perſwadcd that the ?ure,Holy, Righteous, Omnipotent and Om- 
nipreſent Lord God is nut only nigh him, but within him alſo, he 1s 
then brought into awful Apprehenfion of the moſt High, &forced to 
cry out WithFob, / have heard of thee before vy the Hearing of the Eary 
but n«w mine Ey:is have ſeen im: by this ears the Mind 1s mel- 
red into much Teriderneis and Brokennels, and with the Prophet 
complaineth,|o 's me ; f.r [ a: 11:dowe Now conſider this all ye 
that deſpile the Light avithinT ics 75 4 Adarvelous T hues 
(aid the Youngs Man)«h. t ye kiow rot whine be is, and | 
wer he hath onence my Eyg:; {6 cel WWorid vegan was tt not heard 
thet any Men opciica the Eyes of oneth t mas born Blind, 
EF 3. Waiting humbly in this pure Dread 5c Fear of theLord? 
Man's Inſufficiency to anſwer the Requirings of the Holy Comg. 
mandment is di cerned ; but perfe& Power and Strength in Chri - 
the Lig':t,is dicovered,; for indecd,'z Li, are hid all the Thegſures d 
Wiſa.m and Knowled'e : and ſtanding up to the Manifeſtation of 
tliis Light, the Judgment of the Lord is felt as a Refiner's Fire,which 
throvghly purifies, and as F:lers Soap that leaves no Spot ; that, 
the Sout knows that flaming Sword, which kept faln Man out of 
Paradiſe ; but now diſcerns the new Birth, which bears the Image 
of the Heavenly Nature ; the ſtrong Man armed, which before 
held Poſſeſſion, Bound, cating out, and all his Goods ſpoiled by 
the Powerful Entrance of Chriſt into his Temple. | 
_ Effett 4, Waiting an1 abiding in this L:ght for Counſel and 
Teaching, the whole Man being emptyed of his own Will and 
Wiſdom, ſtanding ſingly and purely in the Will of the Lord, rea- 


Joh. 9, ze 


dy to be diſpoſed, ordered and guided univerſally by the Ligit; 
the Soul now thrives in the Fear and Love of God, bringeth forth 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs,and liveth in that Faith which 
vor the Heart, and getteth Vitory over the World, Sin and 

TIeatn. 
Theſe Things, with many other which might be mentioned, do 
make it manifeſtsthat whoever deny,deſpiſe and reproach the Light 
G- -- within, 


bs | I 


+ within, . deny-God, 'the Father of Lights, deſpiſe Jeſiis Chrift,*the. 
' Light & Saviour of the Workd, and reproach the Holy Spirit which 
maketh manifeſt and reproveth the Sins of Men : Wherefore all ye 
Profeffors thar look out for another Saviour,,remember the Anſwer 
of our Lord Jeſus unto Fohn Bapriſt,upon the like f.ccount, Art thou 
he, or ſhall we look. for another ? Go (faith Chriſt ) and tc# 
Lake 7-3. bim that ſent youywhat you have heard 4d ſten; the Blind 
receive their Sight, the Deaf hear, &-c. Even the ſame ina ſpiri- 
tual Senſe may. be as really affirmed of the Light wich ;- hereby 
have the Eyes, Ears and Mouthes of the Blind, Deaf and Dumb 
been opencd, the Lame, Lepers.and the. Dead, cured; cleanſed . 
and quickned, and the.Poor,. whom none of the Proud, Covetous- 
Clergy (fo called) regardeth,they by Vertue hereof, have the. Ever-- 
laſting Go'pel preached unto them ; and forever blefſed are they 
who are not offended in the: L:z2ht, but love.it, believe init, and-: 
obey it in all things. 


_ ObjeR, 1. Ft we are afraid of being deceived ;; this 43 anew and... 
ffrange Do&rine; did ever Chriſt or his Apoſtles bid Aden believe 
and obey the Light within? ; : 

Anſw. 1. Art tnou not already deceived ? - Confider therefore - 
well thy Condition, if thoy art de{ivercd out of the deceived State, 
in which the greateſt Part of tre Wor!d yet remains; art thou yet - 
in 2 ſinful tranſgreſſed Eſtate? Fer the Woman being decerued was in 
che Tranſgreſſion, 1 Tim.2.14. 

Anſry, 2. Wethat believe and abide in the Light, know that we - 
are not deceived ; neither ſeek we to deceive any, neither fear we 
any deceiving us : though indeed while we walked in the Imagi-_ 
wations of onr own deceitful Hearts,. 1nd warmed our ſelves b 
the Sparks of our ewn kindling, tha: tien as. the Serpent beguiled 
Eve through his Subtilty, ſo our Minds were corrupted from the 
Simplicity that is in Jeſus; in which Statewe- e2:nany yet to ſtand 
whom the Lord will undeceive in his own Tyne; #%zt Evil Hen 
and Seducers will wax worſe, deceiving and be:rnig © ood, 

 Anſw, 3. Never fear Deceit in ſuch who turn /-+. the Lizbe, 

whereby ye may diſcern betwixt Good and Bad. :.:: |.» 1d Falſ- 

hood; plainly, I would much fear that he had a i - : » cheat 

me, who-[eads into the Dark, anddenyes the Benciir ©: ighr. 
NS, 


dom, and examine throughly this 
rite, - condemrit not unheard, ſpeak not Evil of 'any Think 
ayſt thou foen condenin the Innocent,and make 


a. « 
Anſw.; 4. Search with Free 


unknown; for ſo mn 
' thy ſelf guilty. : es 
Anſw. 5- Underſtand fully what- we h»1d before thou contend 
againft us, left if thou want this Patience anu : iſdom,thou oppoſe 
<not ſo much our Judgment as thy own Conceit ; better it is to hear 
a Man's Mind with Meckneſs, then haſtily to'gueſs at it. 
Anſw. 6, Benot wedded to thy own Opinton, nor Wile in thy 
- own Conceit, fo'as to build:upon thy own or otherMens Judgments, 
and reſt fatisfied therein, becauſe it is {trengthned by Multitude, 
"Cuſtom and Antiquity ; for undoubtedly many have erred grofly 
in thoſe Things they have thoughtthemſelves Infallible ; better tr 
is to cleave to the clear and naked Truths of God alone, then ro 
follow the Dotrines of the meſt learned and eminent Profeflors fn 
the Worid, when they ho!dnot rhe Trurh as it 15 in Feſwa, | 
Anſw. 7, Reproacinot this DoArine, ſaying, Ir is New and 
Strange, or that thou never heardſt it ſo befere ; for this diſcovers 
*thy /gnorance rather then my Error: and that which at preſent ſeems 
'to thee to be a New Erro7, being rightly examin'd by the Serz- 
ptare, will provean Old Truth: If therefore'thou wilt needs reject 
whatſoever favours of Novelty, how ſhall the Trarhs we yet know 
notbe brought in, and the [a»ora5ce which yet remains be pu 


; the fame DoQtrine which was preach'd by our 
blefſed Savrour,and his holy Prephers 8& Apoſtles ſince theWorld be. 
-San, and which was believ'd and obey'd by all the faithful Saints and 
Servants of God ſince the Creation ; the ſame which the Lord gaye 
'in Charge to the 1/7aelires by the Mouth of 27oſes, ſaying, Behold, 
I fexd my Angel before thee tokeep thee #n the Way 35 : 
and tobring thee into the Place.-which I bave prepared 
Beware of him and obey his Voice ; provoak, him not, for be 'will no: 
pardon your Tranſgrefpons, for my Name is in him; but if thoy ſhait 
#ndeed obey his Yotee, and do all that I ſpeak, then will I be an Enemy 
'ro-thy Enemies, and an Adverſary to thy Adverſaries. 
But- the Soul that deth ought prcſumtuouſly, reproa- 
"eheth the Lord, and ſhall be cut off from his People, becauſe he de- 
Now what is this Word of the Lor 
- 2 


Anſw..8. This is 


Exo0d.2 3,20. 


Numb.15.30. 


(pifen the Word of the Lind. 


"1 


| 
F 
| 


| 
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It.is not the Scriptures; for there were no Bibles many Years afte? - 


that time, but the LIGT WITHIN. 71: # not hid- 


Deut.30.11. ,, from thee, neither is it far off; but the Word i; ve- 


tO, 14. ry nb h a th nth 
'y nigh unto thee, even in thy Heart & in thy Mouth, 
—_ 119: 9. that theu ſhouldſt hear it and do it : Wherefore David 


affifirmeth,that if a Young man take heed to this ord, 


he ſhallcleanſe his Wayes thereby ; and calls it a Lamp to his Feet,and - 


a Light to his Pa hs. This is alſo teſtified by the Prophet Iſaiah, 
G6 L T hou ſhalt bear a Word behind thee, ſaying, This is the 
cans whe: Way, walk in tt; #2 wiach Path the wayfaring Men, 
though Fools, eannet err, And our bleſſed Saviour doth far" Joy this 


Doctrine, {aying, Seck firft che Kingdom of God and 
Mat.6.35- j;, Righteouſneſs : Which Kingdom he told the Scribes 


wRy 4 Fu and Phariſccs, was within them, Thus Peter preachr 


vl. 23, 56 Chriſt thel ight ; For Moſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, 


ſhall you hear in allthmgs ; and it ſhall come topaſs, that every Soul 
that heareth not that Prophet, ſh:ll be cut off,gc, Wherefore unto 


you firſt God having raiſed up his Son Zeſ#s, ſent him to bleſs you 


in turning every one of you from his Iniquities ; and 
Acts 26, 18. thus Pax was try T Lhe 1181 from Darko rh io 
Lioht, and from the Power of Satan unto God, Now, is not this 
Darkzeſs within, and whe Liohe within? And is it not an 17war-d 
| Turning, Ts /cck the Lord, if happily the mio ht jel =|- 
Acts 17,27. ter I hq him ; :bangh RE cf tf v4 mate 
one of 1? And doth not Fames turn men to the Lizht withi2g writing 
to Sinners, Such as were in Filthineſs as 4 {;;per flitty of 
Jam. Led.  Aau7kt;eſs? Doth not he bid them —_— #3 'qet' k- 
neſs the ingrafted Word, which was able to ſave their Souls ; which 
2Pct.1.19 Peter cailleth the ſure Word of Prophecy, nnto which ye 
0" do wellrogive heed as vnto a Lithtthat ſhineth in a dark. 
Place? But moſt take the Word for the Scriprures ; but we know no 
Word but Chriſt F:ſ«z, the Light, and his Name only is call d the 
Word of Ged : Therefore, ſay not in thy Heart, who ſhall bring and 
reveat Chviſt wnto 1? for the Word ws nighthes, even in thy Heart 
and in thy Mouth : Now this Wordis Chriſt, the true Light in every 
Toh 12.36, 4% wherefore ſaith our Lord Jeſus, While ye heve the 
(220 Light believe the Light, that ye may be the Children 


0 


* A Frophet ſh-the Lord your God raiſe up umo you,, him 
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enabled to offer up a more acceptable Sacrifice then Cain: In Obedi- 
ence to this Enoch walks d with, and pleaſed God: By this Noah 
being warned, moved with Fear, prepared an Ark for the ſaving of 
his Houſe : By this was Abraham called to leave his own Country and 
his Father's Houſe ; and in Obedience to this he departed,z20t know- 
ing whether he went : 7oſeph being guided by this, withſtood the 
Temptations of his'/17s, though enforced with Importunity, Plea- 
{ure,Profit & Secrcfie: Hereby Moſes choſe rather to ſuffer Aﬀiiftion 
with the People of God, then to enjoy the Pleaſures of $1n for a Sea- 


ſon,rſteeming the Reprocch of Chriſt greater Riches then the Treaſurcs - 


of Egypt, 4nd endured, as ſeeing him that is Inviſible, And what 
ſhall I jay more ? for the Time would fail to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Sampſon, Jepthah, David, Samuel, and of the Prophets, who by 
'Faith, and Obedience to the Light, ſubdued Kinedoms, wrought 
Richtecnſneſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtoppcd the Menths of Lyons, 


quenched the Violence of Fire: Some were tortured, not accepting 


Deliverance: Others had Tryal of cruel Aſockings, Scoureings, - 


Bauds, and Impriſonment, and Death, And is ſtill the ſame at this 

- Day ; for the Leohe within is the true Shepherd's Voice, which all 
the Lambs ef Chriſt hear, obey and follow, to the Hazard of all that 
is dear to them, | 


ObjeR. 2, But thou denyeſs the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
whach us the Only Rule to judge of Dottrines, and a ſure Weapon to 
reſiſt Satan, and confme his Ainiſters ; for it is very obſervable thas 
Cori made Vſe of no other Menns to overcome the Tempter, but 
2 the Scriptures, which are the Sword of the Spirit and the Word 
of Goa, | . 

Arnſw. 1 Plainly,.I deny the Scriptures are either the Sword of 
the Spirit, or the Word of God: Thar the Word of God is the 
Sword of the Spirit, I ewn,and witneſs that it is ſharper then a Two- 
edg'd Sword,like a Hammer and a Fire,the Ax at the Root of every 
corrupt Tree, and ſo are not the Scriptures ; yea, the Word of the 
Lord is Unchangeable, Incorruptible and Eternal, without Be- 
ginning of Dayes, or End of Time ;. and ſo are not the Scrip- 

res. | 

Anſw. 2, Nevertheleſs, we prefer the Holy Scriptures as they 

£ Vere 
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of the Light; As, Abel being guided by this Light,chrough Faith was - 


£11 ſe > 9 EY 
-were given forth byqhe= Holy Spirit of God, ahd believe them ts 
be-#true Declaration of God and of his Word, . 
 Anſw. 3. Yet do weprefer Chilt Jeſus the Light, above the 
Scriptures; for in all Things he muſt have the Preheminence; $93 
therefore ſaith Fohn the Bapriſt, [prefer bim before me, for he is be. Gat 
fore me, though in Appearance For was ſeemingly before Chriſt; 


Before Abraham was, [ an, ſaid he : Wherefore know that we buikd es 
«not _— the Holy Prophets and Bleffed Apdſtles, their Words, Tx 
Works, Writings and Experiences ; but we are built upon the f <7 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoltles, .Jeſus Chriſt hiniſelf be- * , 
ing the Foundation'and the chief Corner-Stone ; ſo that we have 4 | 

; not received our Light, Life, Peace, Comfort, Faith, Hope and n 
Aſſurance from the Writings of the Saints, but from him that was oy 
their Light, Life, Hope, Rootand Foundation, and have our Teach- by 
ing from that Light, whereby Avzel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,Iſaac, k | 
Facob and Foſeph walked with and pleaſed God, long before any bi 
Scriptural-Rules were manifeſted. wo 
.Anſw. 4. Neither are the Scriptures:the only Rule to judge of F 
Doctrines ; for we know the Scriptures are hard to be underſtood ; = 
and therefore Men in their carnal Wiſdom are putting their ſeveral © 
Meanings upon one and the fame Scripture ; wherefore we ſay,the | 
Spirit of God is the only Judge of Doctrines, becauſe he atone FE 
: Cor. 2. 10, *batgave forth knows the Meanings of Scriptures; Me 
5 ' Het" For the Spirit ſearcheth al Things; yeay the Deep | ( 
Things of Gia. K-14 
nſw. 5. Nor yetdo [ believe that the Scriptures were the only G 
"Means whichChriſt made Uſe of to overcome and repel the Temp- ( 
-ter in the Wilderneſs; for weoberve, Satan pleaded Scripture as : 
well as Chriſt, till he took indeed the Sword of the Spirit, which 1 
is his Divine Power, and commanded him, ſaying, Ger thee behind s 
me Satan; then the Devil left him, but not-before he was thus 
_ expelled. - bo | / 
ObjeQ.3. But this Deftrine'of the Lioht within is oppoſed by all | 
the able learned Divines (lo call'd) in the Nation ; yea, the moſt emi 4 
went Pregchers' among It the Predbyters, Independents «a Bapuiſts, = 


do condemn it for Erroneous and Diveliſh Deluſion.  _ © | 
. 'vaf».1. It'strut, this Dvftrinc hath been-and -is #' Stone of 
on Stumbling = 


CI | 

Stumbling, & a Rock of Offence unty all Sorts & Forms of Profel;, 
fors in the World ; eſpecially, . the Fries &1 'reahers are moſt in- 
veterately incenſed __—_ it,becauſc the Craft by which they haye 
sotten great Gain, is hereby eſpecially impared; nevertheleſs, the 
Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt it : the Truth is ſtrong and .. 
will prevail; yea, itdoth and will flouriſh in Deſpight of all the. 
Scorns, Injuries, Oppoſition and Villany of the. World. = _ 

Anſw.2. The Scriptures are plain;that Gad.bath hid theſe Tiivgs 
from theWiſe and Prudent in theW orld,and hath revealed them unto 
Babes: Beha'd therefors ye Deſpiſers and wonder ; for this is the Work, 
which God hath wrought in your Day,which ye will not believesthough 
it be declared unto you, 

Anſw. 3. And as for thoſe Preachers among the Presbyrers, &c. 
who oppoſe this DoQrine, this Iaffirm, and teftifie againſt them, 
though they come in Sheeps Cloathing that is)have gotten a more 
refined Way of Profeflion then others, and cover themſelves with 
the Words of the Prophets ond Apoſtles, yet inwardly are they 
Ravening VK olves; they are inwardly Ravened from the Light and 
Life of thoſe Saints, whoſe Words they have. taken up ;. yea, it - 
is an eaſie Thing to prove againſt the beſt of them, that they live in 
Sin.and plead for it., Ss 

Anſw. 4. Whoever deny, reproach and oppoſe this DoQrine, . 
are none of Chriſt's Miniſters, as will appear from: a due.Exami-. 
nation of their Call, DoAtrine and Practice: _W\ bo fent them? 
God or Man? What do they preach? the Wordof God, or the 
Words of Men? Istheir Life and Converſation Humble; Meek, 
Seſf-denying and Heavenly? | Or is it not Proud, Fierce, Self- 
{ecking and Worldly ? Now our Lord Jeſus hath left upon Record - 
oneAnfallibie Rule, whereby we may know which are true Goſpel- 
Miniſters, and which are not : and as it is granted,.that Chrift yas 
a true Goſpel-Miniſter ; ſo it is expected, that all Gaſpel-Miniſters - 
be like him in their Meaſure ; for ſaith Chriſt to his Father, As thou 
ſent me uwto the World, ſo have T ſent them into the World, Joh, 17. 
And when he ſent forth his Diſciples, to them he ſaith; 4s the 
Father ſc11 me, even ſo ſend 1 you, Hereby then.it will ealily be dif- 
cerned, that theſe Preachers, who ſo bitterly Rage and Rail again - 

the Lr- br w.tm1, arenever an one of them Chriſt's Miniſters, but | 
Idol-Shepi.crds, 1.yars and Falſe Prophets, - © E 
bats | Qualit, © 


| (24). | 
Qualificetson-1, Chrift was the Son of God, and known to be fe . 
\ before he vnderto6k or exerciſed inthe Miniſtry, for the Lord fore. 
ſeing what after.came to paſs by Peoples running- into ieveral Opi- 
nions and Doctrines of men, gave this Charge and Teſtimony from 
Heaven, ſaying, Thi is my beioved Son in whom I am wellpleaſed, 
hear him : In like manner every true Believer is a Sox of Gd, 
generated of the jmmortal Seed, born anew by the Operation of 
' the Spirit, made a real Partaker of the Divine Nature,:liveth in and 
hath Union with God throagh Faith in Chriſt ; for t9-as -1any as re- 
ceive him he grveth Power to become the Sons of God, 
| Qualif. 2, He wasimmeaſurably anointed with the Spirit, and 
was known tu be ſo; for faithefobnr, He that ſent me to baprizc, 
the ſame faid unto nic, On whomſocver thon ſhalt fee the Spirit deſcen. 
ding and remainingy the ſame « he ,* So may true Goſpel Xinifters. 
be known, for they are as really anointed with the Holy Spirit of 
God, as Chriſt was, though not fo equally ; yea every believing 
Soul is indued with this Spirit ; theſe are the Chned ones of thie 
Lord; and whoever want this Spirit, they are none of his :. And as 
Chriſt commanded his Diſciples eo 45:4e at Jeruſalem 7: chey had 
received this Union ; ſo whoever undertake to preach before they 
have receiv'd tnis Power from the Lord, they Run and he ſent them 
nor. | 
Qualif. y. He endured and conquered che Afſaults and Tempta- 
tions of Satan in the Wilderneſs, by virtue of his Sonſhip and Un- 
Ction, before he was ever known to preach the Goſpel; inlike 
manner all the true Children of God are taken into Feilowſhip with 
Chriſt in his Tryals, Temptations and Sufferings ; but eſpecially 
ſuch as have been call'd unto more eminent & publick Work, have 
met with greateſt Conflicts, Wraſtlings and Temptations, that 
they might be kept humble before the Lord, and allo be fitly diſpo- 
ſed to ſpeak a Word in due feaſon for the Relief of ſuch asare 
brought under the ſame Trouble. | 
Qaalif. 4. Inthe Power, Virtue and Strength of his Son-ſhip, 
Unction and Conqueſt, ke went out and preached the Goſpel,that 
is, proclaimed Glad Tidings of the Grace and Good-will of God 
to the Poor, and preached Peace to the Broken-hearted, teRifying 
fic Love of: God to Mankind, in ſending his Son to them to open 
-their Blind Eyes, and recover them out of the Snare-of the Devil ; 
RT exhorting 
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ezhyriſig Ment believein if light, lol Etcenal Darkoof$eomne /. 
vpoathers"." Aud'all that Was done. in his Miniftty, was not foth': 


any.odtward:Encovrapetnent or Reward/put moved ohty hereviito!? 
from the Tenders of hisPitty and Compaſſien to poor Sinners - 

So it is at this Day, all that are born of the Spiritere' true Miniſters. | 
of the ſame Goſpel; andpubliſh it freely in the, Conſtrainings of” 
the Love of God, which layes a Neceſſity 'upon-thenr to-minilter ' 


freely without ExpeQation of Gifts and Rewards”. But do they* 


deſerve the Name of Goſpel-Minifters, who preach anothee-Do- 


Arine then what Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever- did, - confidently' athr- - 


ming, That the Dettrine of rhe Light within, or to ſay," the Light 
in every Man's Conſcience iu the Light of Cwiſt, this i Blaſphe my'; 
bat tcl Men, that Light which doth convince them of Sint w' not the. 


Light of Chriſt, but Natural C enſciencey and therefore not able to 
ſanfsfie ang fave ſich as believe in ut andabey it ? and yet they ſay; 
There be ſoine whom they call Saints and Believers, in whort there 


true Saving Lisht ; but as for the greate$t Part of the VYorld, they -. 
a; ealazorhey defti;ure hereof: and yet though they make a ſeeming '. 
Diſtinction between Saints and Sinners, yet they themſelves confeſs ].. 


they are. Sinners ; Yea, and believe that rhey muſt be ſo while they 
breath upon Earth : And thus are People held in Ignorance, Un-. 
belief and Confuſion, their blind Guides having cauſed them to err | 


from the Truth ; for verely this hath been and is the Doctrine of . 


theſe eminent Men. 


©ual:f.,s. That Goſpel! wich Jeſus Chriſt had preached;and wit-. 


neſfed to in his holy Lifehe confirmed and ſeal'd by his Death in his 


Blood : Now this Laſt is that which crowned and tcompleated his. 


Minittry;and the ſame Spirit is.in all theFairhful at this day, whereby. 


Chriſt's Miniſters are enabled to declare the Truth inthe Life agd' 


Power of the Eternal Word, without the Help and Aſſiſtance of - 
acquired Parts, Arts and Studies ; for to ſuch ſaith Chrift; */: @ 208 


you that ſpeak,but the Spirit which ſpeakgth in you; and thus declaring 


what they have ſcenytafted and handled of the Word of Life, they 
are notaſhamed of their Work, nor afraid of Men; neither will .. 
they conceal their Meetings in Time of greateſt Danger, nor. ſlip | 

out at Back-Noors to avoid Sufferiugs ; butarc in'a continual'Rea-- , 
dineſs and Przparedne(s to forſake all that is deat to. them, -rather.- 


then to turn tacir Backs upon _ Work of God, or in the leaſt to. 


Prove . 
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;” prove Unſaithfal by Denying or Betraying the-Truths of Chriſt - 
' Wherefore now! conſider thele things all ye Admiyers of Men, ' and 
- giveplace to theWirneſs of God tz your ownConſciences,and ſee if one 
| of your Gifted Brethren, Paſtors and Teachers be thus qualified. 


' .Obje&t, 4, Bat the Striptares are very plain, that Unbelievers 
and Reprobates are without Chriſt,as in Epheſ.2.12,and 2Cor.1; 5. 
bbetre though we debelieve, that Chrift « in every Believer, yet 
we-caunot underitang that the Light an every Man is the Light of 

Chr, | | 

Az ſw. 1. Tndeed one of 'theſe Scriptures at firſt Appearance, 
ſeems to contradict all that hath been faid before,it wiit be therefore 
' neceſſary to ſpeak to them leverally, Tlat in Epheſ.2.12. plainly 


affirms, That before Converſion th. y were withour God, 4:4 without © 


Chri#F in the World: And truly, I can witneſs this Scripture falfil- 
ledim my own Particular ; for I know the Time when. I was with- 

out Chriſt, and without God m the Worſa, when 1 lived in Sinful 
"Pleaſures and Dclights, fulfilling the Luſts of the Fleſh with Gree- 
dineſs; I live&then as if ttere was n> God in the World, yea, 
without any awful Reſpect tothe Eye of God and Chriſt; . And 
yetI can as truly affirm,that at that Time the Light of Ckriſt was in 
meteſtifying againſt my Iniquity: And this may ſeem a Myſtery 


that a Meaſure of his Light ſhonld be within a Man, when that Man - 


is withovt Chriſt ; yet I have expericnced the Truth hereof, and 
therefore teſtifie, that its one Thing for the Light of Chriſt to be'in 
a Man, and another Thing for a Man to be in the Light of Chriſt ; 


and thus it is, the Light of Chriſt may be ina Man, and yet that - 


Man out of the Light of Chriit; whereupon affirm and declare, 
that the Light of Chriſt is in every Man ; but no Man is in Chrift 
till he be a new Creature. | 
And as to that other Scripture, 2 Cor. 13.5, Know:ye not -yohr 
own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt ss in you. except ye be © Reprobates. 
Thts Place doth not at all oppoſe what before hath been written, if 
it be (eriouſly conſidered, but doth greatly confirm the Truth of 
this DoQtrine : If therefore by Reprobares be intendei ſuch as have 
fiuncd out the Day of Grace, and done Ne'pight re the Strivings 
_ of the Spirit of God, as the old World did; yea, and as thoſe emi- 


-_ 3 


-nent Profeſſors whom Stephen reproveth, ſaying, Ye ftiff-necked 
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dnd uncireamciſed in Heart and Ears, ye do alwayes reſiit the Holy 


Ghoſt ; as your Fathers did, ſo do ye, AQts 7.51. PL 
And as Feruſalem, which remained Impenitent in the Day of 
Viſitation, till the Things of her Peacc were hid from her Eyes, 


Luke 19.42, And as thoſe Gueſts which had been often invitedjand. 
yet refuſed to come, making light of thoſe many renew'd-and reitera- 


ted Tenders of Grace, entreating the Meſſengers ſpightfully and flew 


them, whevefore the K ing was wroth,and prote$ted aggin#t them, that ' 


none of theſe- Murtherers ſhon!d 1aſte of his Supper, Mat.22, Or like 
tliat Fig-Tree, which the 2aſter of the Vineyard when he had come 


three Years expett:ng Fruit and found none, required the Dreſſer to 


cut it down and caſt it ite the Fire, Luke 13, 7, Andlike rhoſeys 
who had taſted of the Ficavenly Gift, and of the Good Ward of God, 
ard of the Powers of the World to come; but after tofall away, and 
erucifie to themſelucs the Son of God afrifh,& put bim too,e + Shame; 


theſe bringing forth Thorus & Bryars are rcjc (bed, and are nith unto ' 
Curfing, whoſe E#d :5 to be burned, Heb. 6.7,8. And ſuch as the : 
 Eord complainet®\ of by the Prophet Feremahb, ſaying, They are ' 
all erievous Revolteis, walking with Slaiiders; they are Braſs and © 
Iron, they are all Corruptcrs, the B. hows are burnt, the Lead 18 con- * 


frmed of the Fire, the Found.r melteth in Vain, for the Wick;d are 
zot pluck: d away; Reprobate Silver ſhall Men call them, becauſe the 


Lord bath rejebted them, Jer. 6. 29, And the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- | 


preſly , that ſome ſha# d: part from the Fanh, gwving heed to ſedu- 
cing Spirits and Dottrines of Devils, ſpeaking Lyes m Hypecriſtcs 


having their Conſcience ſearcd with an Hot Iron, and ſa arepaſt jel- 

ng, 1 Tim.4.2, Now if Reprobates be taken in this Place for ſucit : 

as God hath given up,caſt off and rejected, yet doth'not this progg. : 

but the Light of Chrift was once in them, and at Work in their 

Hearts: And further,by this Scripture it is manifeſt, that theLight of - 

Chriſt Jeſus is in every Man; And this I know. will ſuffice in Anſwer *' 
to ſatisfic the Unprejudiced concerning thoſe Plates of .Seripture. : 
Anſw. 2. The I.ove of Chriſt conſtraineth us thus to Judge,be- : 


cauſe if Chriſt dyed for all, then were all Dead; and as Chriſt dyed 


for all, ſo hath this' Grace appeared to all; for he hath enlightned ' 


all that come into the World, and we know that he is able.and wil- 


ling to ſave all that yield Obedience to, and embrace the Tenders . - 


of his Botindleſs, Endleſs; Unlimited, Univerſal Love to — 
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without Exception ; and this we are verilyperſwaded of from-theſe 
atid ſuch like Conſiderations: EE en” 
| I, Becauſe God: 1s no Reſpcfter of Perſons,. Ats.19c35.: He 
1aketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and the Cood, and ſendeth Ratnow 
the:Juſt and on the Unjuſt; he accepteth not the Perſons of Princes, 
ner regardeth the Rich more then the Poor ; for they all are the Work. 
of | bis Hands. | | 
2. Becauſe that Light which ſhined in our Dark, Ignorant, Un-. 
Clean and Unbelieving Hearts before Converſion, 1s the very ſame 
in which we five and abide ſince our Gorwerſion : That which for-: 
merly ſtood by, was an Eye- witneſs to, and bore. a faithful Tefti-. 
mony.againſt us- while we walked in Darkneſs, is the fame which. 
fince the time of our believing and abiding inhis Light witnefſeth- 
with our Spirits that we are the Children of God: That which 
cavied Trouble, Reftleſneſs and Terror, when we lived in Unbe-. 
lief, Rebellion and Diſobedience, is the ſame which cauſeth Calm- 
nels, Stilneſs, Settlement and Satisfaction, and bringeth foxth peace. 
able Fruits of Righteouſneſs in our Souls,fince we have believed &:. 
eontinued obedient thereto: That very Light which before convin- 
ecd,reproved,judged & condemncd us fer all Unbeliefand Unrigh- 
teouineſs both in Heart & Life, is ſtil] the ſame which doth convert, _ 
canfirm, cleanſe, juſtifie and fave ; yea,that Light'which before ſhi- 
ned.in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs compreherded' it. not, is bug, 
one and the fame,which after it was believed and obeyed, did expel 
and lead 6: t of Darkneſs, that the Light wv hich before was ecclip-. 
ſed, may now ſo ſhine. beſore Men, that ſeeing our Good Works,.. 
may glorifie our Father whichis in Heaven, in.the Day of their Yi-. 
ſitation > wherefore the Love of Chriſt conſtrains us thus to judge: 
that the Light of Chriſt is in every Man and Woman,who is able to: 
faveto the uttermoſt all that believe in him and obey.him ; becauſe 
when we were as Vile as the worſt of Sinners, we can witneſ: that: 
the-ſame Light, which did then ſhine in Darkneſs, doth. now, to: 
the Praiſe of God, ſhine out of Darkneſs,. whereof we are not 
aſhamed, OT .. 
' 3. Becauſe our Lord Jeſus, v.ho cannot Lye, hath ſaid, thes: 
man's Condemnation ariſcth only from the Contempt of and: 
Diſobedience to this Light, ſaying, This is the Condemnation, Licht. 
35 Core into the World,but min love Darkneſs rather then Light;Je.s.- 
| OY = This. 


OP. 


That was only,{ay ſome,Chr:ſt's Lodily Preſence upon Earth in that 
' Day; So then it'muſt needs follow,that Condemnation terminated 


and ended in that Generation, becaule then that Bodily Prefence 
expired : But we witneſs according to his own Words, that he js 


come again in Spiritz for (faith he) They ſhall /ay, Lo here, aud 
Lo there ;, but go not after tham,nor fellyw them look. Tk SAY 
r0t outy for the Kingdom of God is within you: Ard + ye "hs 
as the Lightning ſhinethfrom one Part ur. der Heaven TIE Ys 
tothe other Part under Heaven, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be in his Day; 
but firſt he muſt ſuffer many Thwmgs of this Generation, and be reje- 
Ecd: We teſtitie therefore, that theſe are the Daycs of the Son of 
Man ; and Chrift Jcſus the Light, is come into the World, into the 
Souls & Conſciences of Earthly, V V orldly-minded and Uabelieving 
Men and V Vomen; and they who love Darkneſs rather then Light 
cannot eſcape Condemnation, becauſe they neglect deſpite and 
reject {0 great Salvation: Therefore as the Brazen Serpent was 
lift up by 22o/es in the V Vildermels. even {o Chriſt Jeſus, the Light 
of the V Vorld, hath God exaited with his own Rigt.t Hand,to be a 
Prince and a Saviour,to give Repentance and Forgiveneſs ; where- 
fore he ſaid, #hen he aſcended on hich, he led Captivity Caprivey 
and gave Gifts unto. Men; now that he aſcended, what is it but that 
he defcended firſt into the lower Parts of the Earth ; he that deſcended 
#5 the ſame atfo which aſcendd far above all Heavens, THAT- BE 
MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS. Andthus is. his Light in every 
Man's Conſcience, that they who feel themſelves ſtung by the 
fiery Serpents in the Wilderneſs of Sin, Darkneſs and Unbelief, 
and look towards and believe in him, might not periſh, but have 
Eternal Life ; but whoever negle&, overlook or undervalue this 
only Saviour of theV Vorld, Chriſt Jeſugthe Light,the alone Gujde 


to Reſt,muſt neceſſarily periſh in the V Vilderneſs, and dye in their 


For it is moſt certain,. that Man's Damnation muſt undoubtedly 
arife from ſome of thete Cauſes; {1.) Exther for want of Light : 
Or (2.) Fremthe Deficrency of that Light : Ot (3.) From man's 
own Rebellion and. Dijobedience to this Light. ©. 
- Nowtojudge or believethat man's Condetnhation's occation'd 
trough the Want of True Saving Light, is tivrrid Wickedneſs, 

E becauſe 


This is (the) the Condemnation that L5'-ht is come int the World. 


3Q.,J. ? | 

becauſe it chargeth God fooulthis Nth Injuftice,; and nothing lefs 
then to fay with the Evil and Unprofitable Servant, Lord, 1 know 
theets be an Auſtere and Hard Man, reaping where thou haſt not 
fown, and gatherin 7 where thou haſt not ftrawed ; therefore I was 4- 
fraid, and went and hid thy Taleat in the Earth :, Yea) what Srea- 
ter Unmercifulnefs and Injuftice can be charged upon God,-then 
to ſay or think, That he hath deſigned any Man's Ruin, and hath 
denyed him the Benefit of this ſavins Lizht 2 When the Lord hath 
afſured Mankind as certainly as he lives, That he deſtres nor the 
Death of any Sinner , but that this is his Will, and herein he is 
pleated, That the Wich:d might ſorſuks their Wicked Way:s, and 
\ live; for he would , hat all nen ſh1ld be ſavedzand come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, which Truth is Chr:ft,. tve Light. | 

Neither can it be granted that man's Condemnation is occaſion- 
ed through the Inſufficiency of this Light of Chriſt ; for, as hath 
been aiready proved, He 85 able to fave tothe uitcrmoſt all that come 
ro the Father by him ' and u: the Mighty Power of God unto Salya- 
tion ; which though in its firſt Appearanz? be as ſmall as a Grain of 
Muſtard-ſced, a Little Leaven, a Bruifed Reed, or as Smoaking 
Flax, yetis it that Little Stone, cut out of the Mountains without 
Hands ; yea, though it be rejected, difallowed, ſet at nought, re- 
fuſed and Deſpi ed by all Bahl's Builders, as a Poor, Inconlidera- 
 bleMatter: Bit though theſe Phraſes oppoſe the Appearance of 

Chriſt in Spirit,the Light,& defpiie him as the Day of ſmall Things, 
yet is it the only precious Stone, t-e tryed Stone, the Corner-tone, 
that ſure Foundation and Rock of Ages, that whoſoever believe ag1 
build hereen, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. 
Wherefore ſeeing that Light is come into the World, and that . 
the Light Chrift Jeſus is ſufficient to redeem & ſave all that believe 
in and obey him ; and that Man's Condernnation proceeds only 
from Diſobedience and Unbelief,in rejeIng the Light: It is there- 
fore the earneſt Travail of my Soul, That you, my dear and truly 
beloved Friends and Relations, may turn in, to the Light in your 
own Conſciences; retire thither, and wait in the Silence -of your 
own Wills and Widom, for theclear Manifeſtations thereof, then 
ſhall you know him whom all the V Vorld talks of, and need no 
more that any fay, Know the Lord; for he will reveal himſelf in . 
you: Wherefore as ye love your own Souls, love and cherriſh ou 
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' in you, which hath ſhewn you the Evil of Sin, the Vanity of tH:i8 
Fading World,and hath been atWork many a time in your Hearts 
_ and wrought you into Tenderneſs, panting a{ter Satisfaction from 
the Living Preſence of Gvd: Oh ! Love, believe only in him 
hearken only to him, wait continrally upon him, obey, follow 
and live in his Counſels,; fall under his Reproofs with Mecknels, 
*- endure his Judgment with Patience, k1ſs the Son leſt he be angry, 
_ andyeperith in the Way; chearfully reſign up your Wills, Af- 
5 fections, Souls, Bodies, Pleaſures, Profits, Honours, Eſtates, Li- 
berty and Life it ſelf, to be univerſally ordered and diſpoſed by 
kim, whoſe Name is Wonderful Counſellor, -the Mighty God, 
* the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. "This is the Way to 
' True Honour: and Durable Riches : Oh therefore be perſwaded tos p 
ſtand ſingle in the Teachings, Guidance and Counſels of the Lord "i 
| Jeſus; Deſpiſe him not ; be not aſhamed to own him and his poor ; i 
-Deſpiſed Fallowers. | 
New, .that your Hearts may be carryed above he Snares 
 thatattend your Conditions, and be wholely devoted to the Lord, 
and become Fellow. Citizens with the Saints in Light, is the earneſt 
' Breathing and Prayer of him, who is 


Yorr Faithful Friend, 
James Jackſon. 
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- Reader, 
Cauſe of my leaving the {dependent People, I think it not 


from the UnevenWalking of Fohn Fames,Paſtor of the. /negendents 
ip Nortinobemſhire, which 1 ſignified to him before my Forſaking 
that Way, a Copy whercof folleweth, which to this Day ftands 
over his Head ; for he never returned me an Anſwer to my Letter, 


telling them how greatly I had Injured, Abuſed and Standered kim : 
Sus #4[dom us juſtified of her Children, Tg * 


Jahn James, | 
fl 3 ra Lord ktows, and thou art not wholely Ienorant, That ſome 
'L years lately paſt my Soul was plunsed into a moſt Drcadjul 
' State; yea, and [ certainly know, that unl:ſs the muſt precious Sci.s 
of Sion be kept by the A7ioht 'y Power of God, andinthiwmſelues care- 
fully obſerve the firſt Declunings of their Hearts from the Lord, they 
will be enſnared through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and become weak as 
other Men: And conſider, as thou art mgreat Danger to be rum'd, 
through the Indulgence and Fla'terics of thy Brethren ( ſome of them 
ftyling thee, The Head of the Church, next and immediatel; under 
Chrift) 47d leſt thou ſhou'dſt receive Harm for want of Faithfulncf 
in Friends watching over thee in Love, I have in Love ts thy Soul, 
and Diſchargeof my Dury, preſented to thy ſerious Conſideration 
ſome of the things I bear of thee, ard partly believe them, 


Whereas 


: o. Hs mentioned ſome thirgs before in general, of the Juſt 


enſeaſonable to giyethis particular Account of an Offence receiv'd - 


but ſtirred up and incenſed my Relations and others: againſt me, . 
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{ / Whereas heretofore thou uſedft to preach againſt National 
T/Ehurches, Antichrift's Clergy, their Covetouſneſs, Pride,.- For- 
&// c:d Maintenancegdec. and reprovedf thy Brethren for hearing thoſe 
Pariſh Prieſts, with whom now thou-art joyned in Combination, 
Y Fader ns thy Eccleſiaftieal Promotions, which before was more 
| 4 Cenſiderable then many Parſonages in the County ; and fo thon 
& art leading back again, licking up thy 0]d Vomit ; and of late haft 
os begun in ſeveral Places to Sprinkle Infangs. IP 


thou kept'{t Mectings, have now been-negtected for above Six 


I 


knewelt thy Pay would be ſweet and certain.. 


Work there to a Pack of Clergy-Men, viz. Thy,$elf, Ro ezBeſ- 


worth and Clark; And by the ſame Spirit, and Prelatical Prthemi-: 
nence ſafpended old Af: (a more Righteous: Manthen thy ſelf )-- 


trom Exerciling in thy Dioces. 


It was the Letter writ with thy own Hand, that obſtructed the 
intended Marriage betwijxt -Fohn. Atkinſon and Mary Smith; for 
although ſeemingly thon pretended Kindnz!s to the ſaid Fohn,wo 
inleed at the ſame time was in Fellowſhip with thee,yet having'Re- 
ſpect to a more peculiar Intereſt,ſecretly writ to Northampton, and 
fruſtratedft the Hopes of the poor Man,which he never Recovered, 
but Languiſhed and Dyed. | 


0, And whena Letter waswritten to be ſext to London, to the Prc- 


of ns there, on the behalf of Robcre Fohnſon, a Member of thy 


” was exceedingly Diſtreſſed for want of Bread ; thou didfſt re- 
fuſe to ſubſcribe the Letter, and he was Famiſhed and Dy. 


I : 


That many of .thy Poor Brethrenzs:at whoſe Hot fes formerly 
Years ; but haſt been ever careful to viſit thy kind BenefaRors at 


Marnhem, Skegby,&c, and very panRual-to keep thy Day with 
the Presbyterians at Nottingham and Cheftcrficld, where thon- 


It was thee only, that a"er that great Aſſembly was gathered at - 
Gamſton by the Labours of ſome private Men, who contined the : 


Church, to procure his Relief, he being there and Unknown, 


ed before racy got to 


ring Dan, F- - 


of thee ; If Salt ha þ 6 bp 
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' By which it dath Appears that chow Er» 1 tbe Honeſt Conſeitn- 


tious Tenderncſs which once rhoth 
Spirit of Ged us not thy G uide and 
ebſerved by thy moſt Fudiciog 


6 hath been jcriouſly 
thou doſt not bear 57 
TY the Formality, Earth- 


thine Aﬀemblies a Faithfuf, bs 

lineſs, Pride, Bitterneſs 4 oh , of thine Auditors ; 

but daubeſt wth Unter he = preacheſt ſmooth things, 
Flouriſhes, Latin and 5 vs, aud Eloquent Phraſes, t6 


ſer iff and beautifie th 
Remember wheng ” 
tain, thou haſt donk 


b- F 0 Repent ; elſe know for cer- 
andthe Lord will make no more Vſe 
Vours bt 15 henceforth good for nothing, 


& , by Fi arm thine Offended Friend, , 
FX 50 


BP —ffames Fackſon. 
OX TE 


Mon. 1 669. 
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